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Abstract  
The graphic novel Joy of Discovery (Maddison & Smith, in prep.) tells the story of 11 people 
who participated in a course at Oregon State University called Discovering Insect Species 
in the spring of 2015. The nine undergrad students, one graduate teaching assistant, and 
one professor formed a research team, went into the wilds of Oregon, and… discovered 
things. They made discoveries about biological diversity, as well as themselves; they 
discovered new friendships, and new paths in life. 

Overview  

The graphic novel Joy of Discovery (Maddison & Smith, in 
prep.) tells the story of 11 people who participated in a 
course at Oregon State University called Discovering Insect 
Species in the spring of 2015. The nine undergrad students, 
one graduate teaching assistant, and one professor formed 
a research team, went into the wilds of Oregon, and… dis
covered things. They made discoveries about biological di
versity, as well as themselves; they discovered new friend
ships, and new paths in life. 

The audience of the graphic novel includes high-school 
through college students interested in biology, and others 
interested in how we discover the species that live on Earth, 
and in the processes of exploratory science. 

The graphic novel is a companion piece to the scientific 
paper that reports on the discoveries made by the class 
(Maddison et al., 2026). 

The following pages (Fig. 1) include a portion of the Pro
logue of the graphic novel, as well as some example images 
and a very brief summary of the content. 

In the full Prologue, we see the class at Klamath Marsh 
collecting beetles at night, and hear about the beetles they 
found there. The story then jumps back in time to tell how 
the course started, and the beginning days in the course. 
Early in the course the students are introduced to the evo
lutionary tree of life, and to beetles, in particular the group 
of ground beetles called Bembidion subgenus Trepanedoris. 
We follow the students through their field trips to collect 
Trepanedoris along the nearby Willamette River in Corval
lis, Oregon, to Klamath Marsh, and eventually to Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge. We experience their explorations 
under the microscope and in the lab as they sequenced the 
beetles’ DNA. As part of the research team, they made more 
discoveries than we could have imagined, during which we 
see students experience the excitement of exploratory sci
ence. 
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